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An Open Mind as Broad as a
Mountain Valley
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This idiom is from ‘Laozi’, in which ok
refers to humility, and ‘4’ refers to a
valley. It describes ‘a breadth of mind that
1s broad and open as a deep and expansive
mountain valley’. Metaphorically, it refers
to a person who is modest, generous, and
tolerant, good at listening to other people’s
opinions and taking them into
consideration, which 1s a desirable
characteristic deemed typical for eminent
people and leaders. People with such a
quality can accommodate  various
opinions, including  criticism  and
objections. In so doing, they can make
timely corrections to their mistakes or
amend erroneous policies, thereby
attracting more people to join and support
them. Maintaining a broad mind and
humble character is considered ‘a great
wisdom of life’. If a person can be modest
and self-controlled, learn from others,
constantly enrich their knowledge, and
enhance their abilities, they are destined
for great things.
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Understand Indirect Proxies for Learni

According to Hattie and Hamilton (2018),
the main indirect proxies for learning are:

o ‘Lesson Observation: watching and listening to
the interactions between learners and teachers.

o Assessment: using the outcomes of lests to infer
something about the quality of learning and
teaching.

o Meta-Analyses: collating the findings from
multiple research projects conducted in many
different ways and aggregating this to draw
holistic conclusions about what works more,
what works less and what does not work.”

Each of these indirect proxies 1is used
regularly within our system. In many ways,
they are highly beneficial at representing the
unknown. However, it 1is extremely
important that we maintain an active
awareness that proxies are just that — proxies
—they approximate and indicate, but they are
not — and never can be — the entire truth.
Lesson observations are wonderful for
generating an internal feeling about progress,
successes, weaknesses, and changes over
time. However, the very presence of an
observer will naturally influence the
surroundings.  Assessments are  widely
accepted as the best way to provide evidence
that learning has taken place. However, each
form of assessment has its drawbacks, and no
form of assessment can truly capture a
learner’s understanding. Meta-Analysis offers
us a better approach to understanding
whether learning systems and approaches
may be more or less beneficial. However,
while this form of analysis may help us
develop understanding at the macro-level, it
does less to help an individual educator
understand the unique and specific
educational needs of specific students.
Nevertheless, all three proxies can help
teachers understand learning.
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Source: https://www.brown.edu/news/2022-11-15/children-learning
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Pedagogy of the Week #¥2Z i&

According to Lucy Gill-Simmen, Vice-
Dean for Education &  Student
Experience, Royal Holloway University of
London, there is a pervasive myth within
the education industry that Al encourages
learners to cheat at assessment. She argues
that the continuing narrative around using
Al to cheat fails to tell the entire story. She
claims that by incorporating the use of
artificial intelligence effectively into the
student’s assessment, schools can help
students to become Al-literate, which will
give them skills they will need in life. She
suggests that schools and school systems
should design authentic assessments that
emphasise tasks requiring learners to apply
knowledge, skills and understanding in
real-world contexts. She argues that Al
can be used as a collaborative tool, a
source of inspiration and a helpful guide.
She believes that Al and education are
intertwined, and learners will need to be
able to work together with Al to prepare
for the world of work. This is a reminder
to ISA schools to develop Al policies that
will benefit students and learning.
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Book of the Week
A
Shaping the Future of Education
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Schools and teachers today are
competing with highly engaging video
games for students’ attention. ‘Shaping
the Future of Education’ presents a
ploneering online learning system which
engages both teachers and students
through groundbreaking gaming
technology, addresses the need for the
development of critical thinking and
problem-solving skills, and provides
mesmerising games that just happen to
deliver education.
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Free Professional Courses % 3 & VR FE

Strategic Leadership and Management Specialisation
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Through this 6-course Specialisation in
Strategic Leadership and Management,
participants will learn the fundamentals
of effectively leading people, teams, and
organisations, and develop tools to
analyse business situations. In addition to
building a conceptual framework for
leadership, participants will develop and
practise strategies for immediate impact.
The specialisation covers the strategic,
human resource, and organisational
foundations for creating and capturing
value for sustainable competitive
advantage both within a single business
and across a portfolio of businesses. The
specialisation culminates in a capstone
project. The capstone project involves
developing a leadership and management
plan which participants apply what they
have learnt to a business situation. With
participation by one or more focal
companies, the experiential and hands-on
deliverable provides valuable practice
and creates value from the perspective of
potential employers.
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Learning through the

Community & Environment
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Hiking 1s a valuable way to help students
learn to read a map. In this age of Google
Maps and GPS, knowing how to read a
map may seem like an antiquated skill.
However, at some point, anyone may find
themself in an area that has poor mobile
phone reception. Moreover, even if that
never happens, maps contain much more
information than simply when to turn left
or right. Knowing how to read a map will
help students to identify the landmarks
they see on any hike they undertake.
Indeed, the learning should begin before
the hike itself, by using a map to plan and
prepare for the activity. After the hike,
students should again return to their map
to analyse and evaluate their experience.
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Gabriela Mistral was a Chilean educator
who became the first Latin American to
receive a Nobel Prize in Literature in 1945.
Mistral began to write poetry as a village
schoolteacher after a passionate romance
with a railway employee who committed
suicide. She taught elementary and
secondary school for many years until her
poetry made her famous. She played an
important role in the educational systems

of Mexico and Chile and was active in the

all social classes. Her international fame
led to an invitation to work in Mexico in
1922, under the guidance of Mexico's
Minister of Education, José Vasconcelos.
There, she contributed to the nation's
plan to reform libraries and schools, and
establish a national education system.
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The Brain Science of Microlearning: Why
It Works, Zambito (2018) (il 211
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There is a limit to how much information
a student can retain from a single learning
session, especially when the learning is not
repeated. It is argued that schools tend to
overload students. Microlearning is a
form of spaced repetition learning, in
which lessons are divided into accessible
portions and repeated over time. This is
said to help students access new concepts
and skills. According to microlearning
proponents, short, spaced bursts of
learning can significantly boost retention.
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League of Nations’ cultural committees.
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Can Young Learners Contribute Meaningtully to Actual Scientific Research?
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A recent study looked at young people’s involvement with
iNaturalist, a popular nature app. The young participants, aged
between five and 19, used the app independently or during and
after attending events organised by the Natural History Museum
of London, the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County,
and the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco.

The app encourages people to upload photos of organisms and
add information, such as the location, date, and time that the
photograph was taken. If this information is added, then the
photo is considered ‘verifiable’.

The verifiable photos that are considered of good quality (as
agreed by the iNaturalist community) are then labelled as
‘research grade’. The research-grade contributions are shared
with the Global Biodiversity Information Facility, which allows
open access to data about all types of life on Earth. This data is
frequently used by biodiversity researchers.

The study found that the young people using the app contributed
to quality wildlife monitoring at the same rate as adults, with the
support of iNaturalist’s online community. Their observations
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were of research grade and therefore potentially valuable for
wildlife research. Furthermore, the study found that young
people tended to observe and identify different species than
adults. These tended to be smaller species, such as insects,
mushrooms, and spiders. Although this may be because of young
people’s personal preferences, it may also depend on their
different skills, opportunities, and available instruments for
example, whether they have high-resolution cameras. These
differences further suggest that contemporary wildlife research
can potentially benefit in a very meaningful way from young
volunteers’ contributions.

Moreover, the young scientists reported that they had felt they
had learnt a lot about environmental science, such as
understanding more about their local wildlife population
numbers. They felt they were engaged in meaningful science,
and were recognised as scientists by others. Many also went on
to use their science knowledge elsewhere, including by writing
blogs to share their knowledge or applying to study life sciences
at university.
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Resource of the Week

Teaching Tip of the Week
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Science Experiments:

Dissolve an Eggshell

Eggs are protected by shells composed of
calcium carbonate. For this experiment,
learners need a lot of vinegar to make an
eggshell dissolve. If learners put an egg in
a glass jar or jug and cover it in vinegar,
over a few hours the shell will slowly
dissolve. This is because the calcium
carbonate reacts with vinegar, breaking
down into carbon dioxide and a substance
called calcium acetate. It would be best to
leave the egg and vinegar experiment
overnight as the reaction can be rather
slow. After some hours, the shell will have
at least partially dissolved and what 1s left
can be removed by rubbing. However,
teachers should advise learners to be very
gentle as they rub off the remaining traces
of the eggshell. The learners will be left
with a somewhat bouncy egg, and the
teacher will be left with a valuable catalyst
to inspire discussion and research into
ideas such as chemical reactions, carbon
recapture, biological mechanisms, and
lifecycles.
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IBTrove offers comprehensive toolkits for
IB teachers that have been created by 1B
workshop leaders, examiners, and site
visitors. The toolkits include printables,
unit plans, scope and sequence support,
and best-practice guides. Although full
access requires a payment, free examples
are available and schools can request free
trial access.
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IBTROVE

Image: www.ibtrove.com
E: www.ibtrove.com
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Meet your Colleague

JAZ A

Name: Crystal Fang

School (Workplace): ISAIEG
AL (CTAEML D - ZIPEBREEE
Ei

Position: Translation and Research
Officer

TARIAL: FHIESHAT 7T % 3

Home town: Shenyang, Liaoning

X2 ILTAMHTT

Favourite Chinese food: Shenyang Fried
Chicken Ribs, Fushun Spicy Mix

REMEI P EEY): TRRRIESSE. Tk
R R

Favourite foreign food: Croquetas de
atin, Churros, Pistachio flavoured ice
cream
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Fun fact: When I was a student, I passed
notes with my classmates in Morse code
to prevent them from being caught by the
teacher in class! Most of the notes were
‘Buy — —/ — - — — — — with
me after class.’

B AR AR, B3R
USRI, TR E % H
JEEST LR I AR ARk ! SRR A
By CRURFEHE e — - o o —/

. o o »

Page 4

Video of the Week
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The ‘“Tips for Teachers’ website brings
together a comprehensive collection of
videos by different educators providing
advice to teachers on a broad range of
topics. Some of the most popular advice
videos include ‘Paired Discussions’, ‘Mini-
Whiteboards’, and  ‘Checking  for
Understanding’. The assorted pedagogues
who contribute to the website include
specialists who focus on specific areas, such
as ‘Lesson Planning’, for which they
provide multiple videos, allowing teachers
to explore such themes in depth. Although
most videos focus on classroom practice,
some focus upon the equally important
issue of teacher wellbeing.
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TIPS FOR TEACHERS

Image: https://tipsforteachers.co.uk/video/
K: https:/ /tipsforteachers.co.uk/video/
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Chinese Language Inventory: Characters,
Phrases, and Internet Terms of the Year

2023
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unveiling ceremony was held in Beijing on
December 20, 2023. Nominations were
sourced from netizens, large-scale
language  databases, and  expert
evaluations. The character of the year
2023 is ‘#f% zheén’; the phrase of the year is
‘W = K B gao zhiliang fazhan’,
meaning ‘high-quality development’; the
international phrase is ‘ChatGPT’; and
the character chosen by China to
represent the international ‘situation’ is
“ f& wei’, meaning ‘risk’ or ‘crisis’.
Additionally, <% [ i % # ducba’an
chuanda’, meaning ‘dopamine dressing’,
iy iz 1) 2858 JT 46 %% 3 mingyun de
chilin kaishi zhuandong’, meaning ‘the
gears of fate begin to turn’, and ‘A BA
cun BA, referring to ‘village basketball
games’ were selected as the top internet
terms; ‘47 M I 2R IF tézhongbing shi
liiyou’, meaning ‘special forces-style
tourism’ and ‘& R ) xidnyin bao’,
referring to ‘goof or class clown’, were
selected as the top new terms. ‘47
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‘¥R’ is pronounced ‘zhén’. This Chinese
character means ‘vitalize’. It was named
the nation's most popular character
related to domestic affairs for the year
2023. ‘¥R’ represents an upward trend
and a gesture of trying to make an effort,
which is the spirit one should have,
whether as a country or an individual,
when facing challenges and obstacles.

787 . “arisHk R IR s “N shuzi zh()nggu(’)’ meaning ‘digital China’,

BA” ZENIE T+ R HE, “ q%éﬁ' ‘1% 75 4% 7K hé wiaran shui’, meaning

AR 7 . “ERIRE” £)\Ji7+j( ‘nuclear-contaminated water’, and ‘EeL

%‘Lﬁ 1:‘[ E,o“ i&% EP - » o« 1;; /13 71:'] % ba Yi Ch()ngtﬁ’, meaning ‘Israel- Image: zhén

K7 L CERIR” FNIE T KIRAT  Palestine  conflic®  were  the  top CHE

B buzzwords.
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How to register your dog in GZ - Materials Preparation

If you want to legally register your dog and receive a dog licence,
dog card, and unique dog ‘ID number’, you must prepare the

following documents in advance:

e Valid ID card of the applicant (aged 18 or above)

*  Certificate of dog immunisation within the validity period
(must provide a vaccination certificate issued by an animal
clinic or pet hospital with dog immunisation qualification in
Guangzhou, and within the validity period)

*  Detailed information of dog owner and dog

Film of the Week (2
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As one of the world’s oldest scripts, Chinese characters are an
important carrier of Chinese culture. The documentary series
‘Meet the Chinese Characters’ starts with the most basic Chinese
characters, explaining the origin and evolution of each. It
explores the cultural secrets behind Chinese characters through
a combination of audiovisual techniques including animation.
Whether a foreign friend or a native Chinese speaker, you can
learn about characters from a new perspective.
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(HEEY S.H.E, ‘Chinese’ S.H.E
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Adhering to the belief that music should be fun, the song
‘Chinese’ incorporates the Chinese world’s most popular tongue
twisters into a hip-hop track. As well as ‘rapping’ well-known
tongue twisters, the lyrics describe the rising trend of learning
Chinese around the world, with an estimated 30 million non-
Chinese individuals learning the language, and some schools in
Europe and the United States including Chinese as a compulsory
subject. To keep up with the times, come and learn Chinese!
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World Food Corner

What’s On — Guangzhou & Guangdong

Wi B RS R

First Floor, No. 212 Enning Road North,
Liwan District, Guangzhou (opposite
Zhongshuge)

If you are interested in creative arts and
the complex visual jungle of the urban
environment, then the new ‘Urban
Sketchers Guangzhou’ exhibition might
be the perfect place for you to visit. The
exhibition is open from 10 am to 6 pm
daily and can be reached via Huangsha
Station on metro lines 1 or 6.

Unfortunately, the exhibition ends on the
215 of January.
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Wuhan Corner
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‘Beethoven Recitativ’, Qintai Concert
Hall, Yuehu Ber’an, Hanyang District,

CORTE - LT DU BURH XOH T
RN EGERIT

www.qtconcerthall.com

For fans of Beethoven, this upcoming
concert on Saturday 20t January at 19:30
is not to be missed. The concert is
designed to present a biography of
Beethoven, and stars five exemplary
Chinese classical musicians,
demonstrating their piano, violin, and
cello skills. Tickets start at just 50 RMB,
with the best seats in the house costing
280 RMB.
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Explore Guangdong
TR

The New Yuan Ming Palace, Zhuhai
i[5 B 8

The Old Summer Palace (Yuanmingyuan)
in Beijing was a great wonder in China's
architectural history. It was built in 1709
as an imperial garden. Unfortunately, the
garden was robbed and burned down by
foreign invaders 140 years ago. A
reproduction of it, named New Yuanming
Palace, has been built in Zhuhai. It
reproduces 18 scenic spots from the Old
Summer Palace using the same scale as the
original building.
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Last Edition’s Answer A% % — Mongolia 5%
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Dining Room (Italian Restaurant)

65F, Park Hyatt Hotel, 16 Huaxia Road,
Zhujiang New Town
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The Michelin Guide describes ‘Dining
Room’ as such: ‘Floor-to-ceiling windows
drench this room in natural light and
allow for gorgeous city views day and
night. This 1s also a homely and cosy
Italian restaurant that serves a buffet at
breakfast, semi-buffet at lunch and an a la
carte menu at dinner. The new Italian
chef and his team prepare organic
produce a la minute in the open kitchen.
Impeccably made seafood, homemade
bread and pasta are also great reasons to
visit.’
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Local Food Corner
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Manji Sampan Congee

No.2, Chajiao Road, Chajiao Street,
Liwan District, Guangzhou

B2 57 K I RE A 9 2 — 5T T IY
TZAERENE . MoK EBEEH, DT
fRrimic 2 AR RHRR M BB, S IE D
ktlig, AEoN EREE . B
ol BB I A/ B, (EAVADREE R, Ot
sk B e a2, ik
WAL, R EtEtR. BMa
. Xbe. B4, KRS, A
3% 30 it EMEINTEIDN R LA
BIRIRM AL

Located in Fangcun, Manji Sampan
Congee 1s an established restaurant that
has been operating for over forty years.
Originally, Manji was a floating stall on
the water, but it moved to land after the
renovation of the pier. The signature boat
congee only costs 10 RMB per bowl, but
contains 9 ingredients, including fish
slices, char siu (barbecued pork), shredded
egg, and peanuts. Meals cost around 30
RMB, and the opening hours are from 5
pm to 2 am.




